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Preface
St. John’s Parish in Borger has always been
an active parish, and its people have weathered all
sorts of storms, from dust to hail to tornados. Just as
families have their own fights and disagreements and
problems, our church family has also dealt with similar storms. Fluctuations in the oil business affect the
number of members as the population of the town has
dropped from 20,000 in the 60’s, to 13,000 today.
Each priest has had to deal with, at times, conflicting
needs, personalities, and opinions; it takes a wise
shepherd to manage his flock well, and some priests
have had their own issues that hurt the unity we strive
for through the Eucharist, and have left the ministry.

This history of our 90 years together has
shown growth and vast change, (from Mass in Latin
to Mass in the vernacular.) There has also been the
loss of the school, some hurt and division, worry and
gossip and lack of communication. Through it all,
the parishioners have given their best to the church
with their time, money and talent, the priests have
given their best to shepherd and grow the church, all
of us working together in spite of our human weaknesses, because we love Christ and strive to see Him
in each other. We hope this history reflects that love.
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Our Patron Saint

St. John the Evangelist
It is God who calls; human beings answer. The vocation of John and his brother James is stated
very simply in the Gospels, along with that of Peter and his brother Andrew: Jesus called them; they followed. The absoluteness of their response is indicated by the account. James and John “were in a boat,
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left their boat and
their father and followed him” (Mt. 4:21b-22). For the three former fishermen—Peter, James and
John—that faith was to be rewarded by a special friendship with Jesus. They alone were privileged to be
present at the Transfiguration, the raising of the daughter of Jairus and the agony in Gethsemane. But
John’s friendship was even more special.
Tradition assigns to him the Fourth Gospel, although most modern Scripture scholars think it unlikely that the apostle and the evangelist are the same person. John’s own Gospel refers to him as “the
disciple whom Jesus loved” (see John 13:23; 19:26; 20:2), the one who reclined next to Jesus at the
Last Supper, and the one to whom he gave the exquisite honor, as he stood beneath the cross, of caring
for his mother. “Woman, behold your son…. Behold, your mother” (John 19:26b, 27b).

Because of the depth of his Gospel, John is usually
thought of as the eagle of theology, soaring in high regions
that other writers did not enter.
But the ever-frank Gospels reveal some very human traits. Jesus gave
James and John the nickname, “sons of thunder.” While it is difficult to
know exactly what this meant, a clue is given in two incidents.
In the first, as Matthew tells it, their mother asked that they might sit in
the places of honor in Jesus’ kingdom—one on his right hand, one on his
left. When Jesus asked them if they could drink the cup he would drink
and be baptized with his baptism of pain, they blithely answered, “We
can!” Jesus said that they would indeed share his cup, but that sitting at
his right hand was not his to give.
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It was for those to whom it had been reserved by the
Father. The other apostles were indignant at the mistaken ambition
of the brothers, and Jesus took the occasion to teach them the true
nature of authority: “Whoever wishes to be first among you shall
be your slave. Just so, the Son of Man did not come to be served
but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew
20:27-28).
On another occasion, they asked Jesus if they should not
call down fire from heaven upon the inhospitable Samaritans, who
would not welcome Jesus because he was on his way to Jerusalem.
But Jesus “turned and rebuked them” (see Luke 9:51-55).
On the first Easter, Mary Magdalene “ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told
them, ‘They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t
know where they put him’” (John 20:2). John recalls, perhaps with
a smile, that he and Peter ran side by side, but then “the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first” (John
20:4b). He did not enter, but waited for Peter and let him go in
first. “Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed” (John 20:8).
John was with Peter when the first great miracle after the Resurrection took place—the cure of
the man crippled from birth—which led to their spending the night in jail together. The mysterious experience of the Resurrection is perhaps best contained in the words of Acts: “Observing the boldness of
Peter and John and perceiving them to be uneducated, ordinary men, they [the questioners] were
amazed, and they recognized them as the companions of Jesus” (Acts 4:13).
The Apostle John is traditionally considered the author of the Fourth Gospel, three New Testament letters and the Book of Revelation. His Gospel is a very personal account. He sees the glorious and
divine Jesus already in the incidents of his mortal life. At the Last Supper, John’s Jesus speaks as if he
were already in heaven. It is the Gospel of Jesus’ Glory.

Parish Name
Canon law requires that our sacred buildings (churches, oratories and private chapels) must be
blessed or dedicated and given a title of (1) the name of the Trinity, or (2) the name of Christ, invoked
under a mystery of his life or under his name already used in the Mass, or (3) the name of the Holy Spirit, or (4) the name of Mary, under a given title already found in the Mass, or (5) the name of the Angels,
or (6) the name of a canonized Saint in the Roman Martyrology, or (7) the name of a Blessed provided
the Apostolic See has given it’s permission.
Canon law leaves it to the diocesan bishop to erect, suppress, or notably alter parishes. Since it is
his prerogative to establish parishes, it is also his prerogative to name them.
In naming this parish under the patronage of St. John the Evangelist, there is no concrete evidence to know the reasons that lead the bishop and parish community to consecrate this parish under the
patronage of Saint John the Evangelist.
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His Holiness

Pope Francis
266 Bishop of Rome/Vicar of Christ
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This was the FIRST Apostolic Blessing
issued by the

After the Election of

His Holiness Pope Francis
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His Excellency The Most Reverend

Patrick Zurek, D.D.
Eighth Bishop of the Diocese of Amarillo
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The Very Reverend Fr.

José Ricardo Zanetti,

M.Div, JCL

Nineteenth Pastor of Saint John the Evangelist Parish
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St. John the Evangelist Catholic Parish
201 Saint Johns Road • Borger, Texas (806) 274-7064

Saturday, January 07, 2017

My dear Parishioners and friends in Christ,
As your pastor, it is a great honor to congratulate all of you for the 90th anniversary of St. John
the Evangelist Parish.
As a community of faith, with grateful hearts, we thank God for the innumerable blessings he has
bestowed upon our parish these many years.
In this community of faith, many generations of Catholics have grown in faith together, and have
encountered the living Christ through countless baptisms, the celebration of the Eucharist, confessions, confirmations, weddings, and funerals. It is here that we have offered acts of kindness to
the poor and marginalized and served as a welcoming community to visitors from near and far.
Our spiritual ancestors built, sustained, and grew the parish with Christ-like dignity, determination and love. Although times change, Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Let us
carry this torch of legacy into the future with its blessings. Let us pray always with hope! Let us
celebrate with joyful hearts! Let us serve with generosity!
Our parish has gone through these 90 years along with changes in U.S. society, changes in our
local demographics, and the return to the sources of our faith through the Second Vatican Council. Now it is time to renew the flame of our burning hearts to assure we continue the mission of
Christ for the next generations. The world needs the Light of Christ. We must face the challenges
and opportunities of the upcoming years with one unequivocal goal: To continue to build a
Christ centered community, united in a common purpose and forge God the Father in us the
willingness to let Jesus live and reign in our souls.
May Our Blessed Mother of Guadalupe continue leading us to Jesus Christ her Son, and help us
remain faithful in our efforts to be Christ for others.

The Very Rev. Fr. Jose Ricardo Zanetti, M.Div, JCL
Pastor
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The History of

St. John the Evangelist Parish
Borger, Texas
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Introduction
(From a temporary tar-paper chapel to a beautiful parish lavished with
stained-glass windows) …. This is the story of St. John’s Parish, Borger, Texas
in the 90 years from 1926 to 2016.
f you go back far enough in the History of the Catholic Church in the territory that now covers the
parish of St. John’s, Borger, Texas, it’s possible that Friar Juan Padilla of the Coronado Expedition
traveled through here about the year 1541 on his way to Kansas, or in his travels to and from over the
handle on his expedition to the seven golden cities of the Quivera.

Between 1541 and 1924, there was little missionary work in the area. In the parish of St. John’s, there was no
resident priest until 1935.
One of the first Catholic families to move into the territory was the J. D. O’Loughlins, who moved to the
county near present Spearman, over ninety years ago. Reverand J. J. Dolje, who lived in Umbarger, Texas,
would go there once or twice a year and stay a few days, administering to the spiritual needs of few Catholics
living in that county.
The J. D. O’Loughlins had about twenty thousand acres on which roamed cattle for their living. The
O’Loughlins had a neighbor near Perryton (which was also in this parish territory), whose name was Condon.
Nora W. Condon held the properties that belonged to her uncle, and was a Catholic, and she worked for the
Catholic Charities in Washington D. C. These were the only two Catholics who we know that lived in the
territory north of Borger before Borger was born.

The town of Borger was founded by Mr. A. P. Borger, after oil was discovered in 1924.
One of the first Catholics to move to Borger was Jack Bauman, who came in 1925. By 1926, there
were five churches established: the Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, Christian and Nazarene. Around this time,
there were about 15,000 souls living in and about Borger during the boom. The precise number cannot be estimated. The oil people were working sometimes fifteen hours a day. It is safe to say that about a hundred
attended Mass on Sunday, of which about 75 came regularly.
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Fr. John Herman Krukkert
1926

In 1926, at the height of activity of the opening of the Panhandle oil
field, Father John Herman Krukkert was pastor at St. Francis in Amarillo.
Born, reared and educated in Holland, Father Krukkert came to the United
States to work in the mission field, and to him, many parishes in the Diocese of Amarillo owe their existence. Through his efforts and by his actual
labor, the first and second churches in Borger came into being.
Mrs. J. F. Heaton who lived in Borger before 1926, comments: “We had to
drive to Amarillo for Mass. The roads were in awful shape – all dirt.
We went down ravines and gullies. Then, one day, in 1926, I came up
Hedgecoke Street and spied a long building made of black paper and board
roof with paper covering. A man in overalls with a saw and hammer was
working there. I asked what he was building, and he said, “This is the
Catholic Church. I am Father Krukkert.”
In the Fall of 1926, when he learned of the population increase at the new
town of Borger (even though it was a boomtown), he drove his Franklin
auto over the muddy ruts that served as roads to the mushrooming city, scouring the streets for Catholics, standing in the post office, with his Roman collar in plain sight, eager to strike up a conversation with anyone who
looked his way, to encourage them to come to church, or to beg from them a donation for the erection of a
Catholic church in Borger. Father Krukkert, with the possibility that it would last, told the people they had to
have a church. He walked through the busy streets talking to workers, storekeepers, bums, cowboys and anyone else who would listen to his inquires. His personality made him well liked by Catholics and nonCatholics alike. His search yielded a small number of Catholics and he began to hold services at the Rig Theater. Soon thereafter, the Rig Theater was destroyed by fire. Francis Dunnigan offered his home for services.
Mass was also offered at Nell’s Boarding House and Gray’s Boarding House.
Fr. Krukkert purchased three lots (110’ by
50’ – Lots 1, 2, 3 in Block 18 in the Isom Addition) that had a tar-papered building situated on it, on September 25, 1926 for
$1000.00 from J. F. Weatherly et al to Rt.
Rev. J. P. Lynch. The money was raised by
contacting the Catholics and some of the nonCatholics in the territory. Father Krukkert
was able to erect a temporary church which
was in use by December. The land title was
transferred from J. P. Lynch to Rt. Rev. R. A.
Gerken, Bishop of Amarillo on January 3,
1928.

This building became the first St. John’s Church, but it was better known as either the
“Bunkhouse Church,” (as it was similar to sleeping quarters for oilfield workers, according
to W. E. French, a pioneer parishioner), or the “Tar Paper Church.”
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The rude temporary building could seat about 100 people in its rough pews. Occasionally, coins from the collection would fall through the large cracks in the floor. Mrs. D. C. Kennedy, one of the first Catholics in
Borger, described the church thus: “It was like a boxcar, with rounded roof, made of 22 foot long 1” x 12”
boards, covered with tar paper”, with no side rooms for the priest to sleep.”
One time, Fr. Krukkert was offering the Mass when the fury of a sandstorm began to lash the building. The
participants heard the sound of materials being torn loose and feared the roof would blow away. A number of
them quickly went outside and soon the sound of hammers mixed with the wailing of the wind and the Latin of
the services inside.

The Parish Baptismal Register shows the first baptism in Borger to be Patricia Francis
Bassett, March 27, 1927, by Father J. H. Krukkert. The first wedding on April 18,
1927, was between Henry Geis and Germaine LaBlanc by Father Krukkert.
Father Krukkert soon began discussions with his congregation about building a new church, but the talks went
nowhere because a rig builder insisted that Borger would not last for five years. Others agreed, and thus the
Catholic outpost in Borger had to remain as a shack for the time being.
The tall, stocky Dutch priest was extremely zealous. Father Krukkert traveled 35 miles to offer Mass at the
different mission churches of his parish (Borger, Pampa, White Deer and Perico). He was constantly hunting
up places to say Mass in the new towns, putting up with hardships, defeating setbacks, but always bringing the
Faith to the people. Father earned the respect and esteem of all who knew him, and the gratitude of those who
were reaping the fruits of his labors. “He was undoubtedly one of the greatest workers that the Diocese has
ever known, and one of the finest padres”, A. E. Hermann said of him. (Father Krukkert died November 10,
1947, in Umbarger.)

In spite of the unpleasant early history and predictions
that the town would die at the end of its boom,
Borger survived.
Bishop Rudolph A. Gerken,
the first Bishop of the Amarillo Diocese, visited and told
the people they must have a church.
When he first came to Borger, a Presbyterian family (Mr. and Mrs. W. O.
Kelly) loaned the “host” chair used in their dining room suite to serve as
the bishop’s throne.
In November 1927, Father Krukkert, pastor, and Father Edward Clinton
(who was to oversee the building project) began work on a new church.
The parishioners did the work of building the church. This new church
was an A frame, oblong building 56’ by 30’, with a V-shape slanting roof,
with a small steeple surmounted by a cross , on the corner of Hedgecoke
and Adams Streets. $917.71 was raised by voluntary contributors to cover construction costs. Some of the contributors were Walt Clung, Homer Gray Mary Guickin, J. J. Conley, E.
French, P. Kelly, F. J. Katsch, F. J. Baker, J. J. McGrat, and Joe Gaden. One of the non-Catholic contributors
was Bill Kelly of Pampa, Texas. The April 4, 1999 issue of the West Texas Catholic stated, “A $2,500 donation from the Catholic Church Extension Society assisted in the construction of the church.”
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The “Borger Daily Herald”, May 28, 1928, editorialized:

“No civilization can prosper or be maintained without the assistance of a Supreme Being.
No town can hope to survive long that continuously forgets God.
This was realized by the people of Borger from the very beginning.”
“Right Reverend and Dear Bishop:
As you know, our little church of St.
John’s, at Borger, has just been completed,
and the parish being only a very small and
poor mission, we have nothing whatever in
the way of necessary vestments for the church
services.
Our little congregation, who have
scant worldly goods or possessions have already taxed themselves to the limit of their
means to finance the actual erection of the
church building, and since they are now heavily in debt for this, it is practically useless to
call upon them for any further help at the present time.
Therefore, in an extreme need we are
appealing to your Lordship for assistance to
obtain for us, perhaps, the needed vestments
for the Sacrifices of the Mass, namely; the
red, white, green, black and purple, as also a
Cape and a Veil.
Speaking for myself and also for the
congregation of St. John’s church, I will say
that anything your Lordship may be able to do
for us in this matter will be appreciated more
than we can express adequately.”

Note: The newspaper was confused about the name
of the new church.
It’s not St. Joseph’s, but St. John’s.
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With the priests coming from Amarillo, progress was made during those years despite the fact that the parish
was small and those were depression years.

Fr. Edward Clinton
1927 -1930

Fr. Wilfred F. Bosen
1932 - 1933

Fr. Elmer McFadden
1930 - 1931

Fr. John Steinlage
1931 - 1932

Fr. Gabriel Diamante, S. A.
1933 - 1934

Fr. James Daly
1938 – 1939

Fr. A. Quante
1934 - 1938

Fr. Walter Washila
1939 – 1942
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Fr. Bruyn Gerald
Vicarius Substitute
1941 – 1942

Fr. Rupert M. Schindler
Assistant Pastor
1941 - 1942

Exterior improvements consisted in placing an iron-pipe fence and trees. Inside improvements were the acquiring of a new metal tabernacle, new baptismal font, velvet drapings, two new pews, a new vestry for the
priests, a new vestry for the altar boys. The furnishings of the church were altar, altar-rail, statues of the Sacred Heart on a small altar on the north side of the sanctuary, and a statue of the Blessed Virgin on the south
side altar, a confessional and an organ.
Father Gabriel placed the velvet draping's behind the altars about the year 1932. Father Daly placed the two
new pews and the priests’ vestry. Father Washila placed the new tabernacle and the baptismal font on the altar
boys’ vestry.
There is no record of the cost of the pews, and the priests’ vestry. The labor was furnished by the parishioners
and the materials to a great extent were contributions. There is no record of the cost of the drapes. The tabernacle cost $150.00 and the baptismal font about $90.00. The vestry for the boys cost ten dollars. The seating
capacity of the church is 120.

Bishop Gerken dedicated the church of St. John the Evangelist
on November 4, 1928.
In 1930, Rev. Clinton became resident pastor at White Deer and Borger. He was in constant charge of the Reverand Fathers at Price Memorial College in Amarillo, Texas.
Father Wilfred Bosen was pastor at St. John’s from September 1932 -1933. The newly ordained Rev. Wilfred
Bosen was one of the men assigned to this route. Usually he drove up to Borger on Saturday afternoon from
Amarillo, taking with him one or two of the students from Price Amarillo College to serve as altar boys. After
evening confessions, he spent the night in Borger and held services at 8:00 a.m. before driving to the town of
Panhandle for a second Mass.
In those days, blinding dust storms frequently caught him in the open and the dust interfered with his religious
liturgies when it sifted through the cracks of the church, to the discomfort of the congregation.
Father John Steinlage was pastor from 1931 – 1932. Rev. John Steinlage’s 1932 Easter Mass undoubtedly has
the record of the longest Mass in the diocese. He started the High Mass at 10:00 a.m., but shortly before the
Epistle he summoned his altar boy, Jim Payton (who was 16), to run an unusual errand (his mother, Mrs. Irene
Payton, was St. John’s first organist).
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At the sermon, the embarrassed priest admitted to the parishioners that he had forgotten to bring the hosts from
Panhandle and that Payton had gone to get them. “We must give him time to get to Panhandle (30 miles) and
back.” Fr. John then proceeded to read the Passion in its entirety, and gave a resounding sermon on the
Resurrection. The choir sang its complete repertoire of appropriate Latin hymns.
Meanwhile, young Payton had raced down to Panhandle, in the pastor’s car in a short time, but when he got to
the church, he discovered that he did not have the key. Undaunted, he found a window he could climb in,
simply broke in and was promptly arrested by the alert Panhandle police, who were hard pressed to believe his
story. A local Catholic layman secured his release. With hosts in hand, he raced back to Borger. Borger
Catholics, eager for the Holy Communion on Easter, patiently waited, and were grateful that Jim was not arrested for speeding on the return trip! Mass finally ended at 1:30 that afternoon.

Fr. Andrew Quante
1934-1938

On July 12, 1934, Rev. Andrew Quante was stationed at Borger as the
first resident pastor. He slept on a cot in the sacristy until a rectory was
provided. December 13, 1934 a “bunkhouse” was purchased from Empire
Gas and Fuel Company of Pampa, and remodeled into a rectory and parish
hall. The priest’s house was formally opened April 22, 1935, for a total cost
of $3,422.00 (hall included).
The people living in Borger in 1935 rejoiced with the Catholics at St. John’s
when the parish hall was opened, for with limited facilities in Borger, the
hall was often rented by non-parish groups for community activities.
A nickelodeon attracted dances; the kitchen facilities made social affairs
pleasant; the easy access of the Hedgecoke property made it inviting to the
community with its limited facilities.
During this period, roads and sidewalks were paved, trees and shrubbery
planted, a fence was erected and a garage built. The interior of the church
was improved. The pastor cared for the missions of Perryton, Spearman and Huntoon.
The visiting priest usually went to a hotel or stayed overnight at the home of one the parishioners.
St. John’s Parish grew into a closely
knit Family of God. Improvements
were made, and an active Altar Society
earned enough money to aid in furnishing the rectory hall.
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Fr. Charles A. Knapp
1942-1946

January 31, 1942, Rev. Charles A Knapp was pastor. St. John’s Church in Borger held the distinction of
providing religious service for Catholics in a wide area, the Tri-City area. The population was 18,000.
From 1944 to 1946, there were two Catholic churches in the Tri-City area of Borger, Phillips and Bunavista.
St. Mary’s Mission, Bunavista, Texas, was a chapel at one end of a barrack-style apartment building near the
Copolymer and Butadiene plants, three miles west of Borger. Tom Cubbage, a Catholic, and a member of St.
John’s Parish, was instrumental in providing the chapel for the use of Spanish-speaking parishioners, who
lived adjacent to it.
Father Knapp said Mass there every Saturday morning and gave religious instruction to the children. Vacation
Bible School was also conducted there.
George Pletcher, Huntoon, donated a 115 year-old bell, a relic of early American settlements, cross country
migration, and pioneering in Texas. Mr. Pletcher’s family had possessed it since 1830. January 31, 1945, it
was raised above the Catholic Chapel four miles west of Borger on the Fritch highway.

Fr. Matthew Schaffle
1946-1960

Father Matthew Schafle, a native of Florence, New Jersey, came to Borger
on September 14, 1946, to replace Father Knapp, who was transferred to
Wellington.
About the time when Father Schafle became pastor, tire and gas rationing
had been discontinued, and he desired to integrate the area into one parish,
so the chapel was closed.
Mr. and Mrs. Felipe Gutierrez recalled the chapel with affection. They reported that the Blessed Sacrament was not left in the chapel because the
chapel was also used for recreation for the Spanish-American employees of
Phillips Petroleum Company.
In the 40’s and 50’s, the future of Borger was assured, so St. John’s grew
and improved, and began to realize definite ways to extend the faith. An
Amarillo priest organized a regular Sunday Mass schedule. Three Masses
were offered every Sunday in St. John’s Church, with the Pastor Father
Schafle offering two, and Rev. Bernard Benversie, Dumas, celebrating the 11:00 Mass. Father Schafle celebrated a third Mass in the courthouse at Spearman.
Father Matthew Schafle’s fourteen years’ tenure gave stability to the parish and brought about changes to permit greater spiritual development of his people, the Catholic education of their children, the opening of the
doors of the Church to converts, and the unification of the parish to insure its maximum accomplishments.
On September 24, 1946, Bishop Fitz Simon canonically erected the Parish of Sacred Heart, Canadian, and in
doing that, transferred Ochiltree County, with the towns of Perryton and Huntoon to the Canadian Parish
(formally part of St. John’s parish).
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Because of St. John’s growth, on September 3, 1948, Rev. Matthew F. Schafle directed a $3,000 project. Ollie
Metzer was the building contractor. The parishioners did a lot of the work. The building was extended 24 feet
at the sanctuary end, with one enlarged sacristy behind the altar replacing the two small side sacristies. A
hardwood floor was laid in the sanctuary and the body of the church and the remaining floor was refinished.
Seating was increased from 100 to 190. To increase the liturgical effect of the altar, a balachin was built and
draped with red velvet. St. John’s Altar Society purchased the carpeting for the altar platform and steps.
Parishioners purchased a Minshel-Estey electric organ in December 1947. Re-roofing of the church, rectory
and hall was completed in the spring.

In twenty-one years, the parish had progressed from a tar-papered church with as few as
15 families to the neat, white-painted building serving about 125 families.
The interior and exterior renovation of St. John’s Church was completed September 3, 1948.
A letter from the Chancery Office was signed and dated June 29, 1949:
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July 29, 1949, St. John’s parishioners oversubscribed their goal of $14,000
to pay for the recently purchased property for a new school.
Ed Lewis, president of the Catholic Men’s Club, and members solicited funds and pledges of donations from
Catholics living in Borger, Phillips, Bunavista, Fritch, Stinnett and other nearby communities.
The old Presbyterian Church, two blocks south of St. John’s, was purchased with the expectation that a
parochial school might soon become a reality. That same summer, a 14’ x 30’ garage was built near the rectory. The house (that currently is still standing) was going to be the convent.

—Fr. Bernanrd J. Binversie—
1948-1950
Father Bernard J. Binversie had been assistant pastor since September 22, 1948, and
was in charge of missions; however February 4, 1950, he became the first pastor at
Spearman, thus relieving Borger of its missions.
With adequate facilities and the assignment of assistant pastors to St. John’s the extension of the faith increased.

—Early Lay Pioneers Parishioners—
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Assistant Pastors

Fr. Daniel J. O’Sullivan
1955

Fr. George Sallaway
1960

Fr. Joseph James
1958-1959

Fr. Richard Neyer
1960 - 1962

Fr. James Day
1965

Fr. Curtis Halfmann
1959-1960

Fr. Donald P. Rusch
1962 - 1963

Fr. Bruce Ignatowski
1966-1968
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As pastor and assistants worked untiringly to provide dedicated leadership and to advance the spiritual growth
of their flock, as laymen accept their responsibilities, as the new church relieved crowded conditions, as a
Christian formation of children is accomplished in the school,
St. John’s Parish will continue to grow, for it is the consensus that
if we take care of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle will take care of us.
Then the local picture changed, with Borger becoming a fast-expanding, more stable community. Realizing
that existing parish properties would not fulfill future needs, the parish acquired (under Father Matthew
Schafle, pastor), 20 acres of land west of Borger, in 1953. At first, plans were made to build a new church,
and a fund drive was conducted.
—————————————————————————————————————* Note: The picture of the church in this article, was a preliminary idea ‘sketch’ and was never built.

23

Discussion at a parish meeting brought the decision to construct a school first, using its auditorium as a church,
since the School Sisters of St. Francis of Panhandle had agreed to serve as teachers.
Gene Noble and Dick Kiehley prepared a detailed drawing of the proposed school property. Charlie Minot,
from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, was the architect over the entire project. It was used in planning the remodeling of the one-story frame structure that was converted into an eight-grade school.
Ground was broken Sunday, February 13, 1955, for a new combination church and school, the Nun’s convent
and rectory (to be constructed first). Construction cost was $180,000.; and the parish paid $20,000 for the actual property.

Midnight Mass, Christmas 1955, saw the auditorium used as a church for the first time.
Bishop John L. Morkovsky, Amarillo’s new auxiliary bishop,
officiated at formal dedication .
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The convent provided living space for 12 Sisters. The rectory had apartments for a pastor, assistant, and a
housekeeper with two guests rooms. All the new buildings were of brick and Haydite block construction.
April 22, 1956, was the great day of the official blessing of the Church, School and Convent by Bishop
Morkousky. Also present were the Franciscan Sisters of Amarillo.
The Hedgecoke property was sold in 1956 and the Catholic activity emanated from the hilltop west of Borger,
on Highway 136. Also, in 1956, the convent was enlarged, and some thought was given to a new church in
order to relieve auditorium space for classrooms.
Improvements and additions continued to be made. In 1958, a metal storage building was erected, the playground and parking area were blacktopped, and outdoor lighting was installed.
Rev. Richard Neyer, assistant pastor, took over the weekly St. John’s School religious education classes.

Fr. Burnell A. Erpen
1960-1970

September 10, 1960, Father Burnell A. Erpen became pastor, and soon began raising funds to build a new church. The parish library was begun in
1960, as a project of the Libraries and Literature Committee of St. John’s
Altar Society.
After seven months of planning by the pastor and the church committee,
parishioners expressed their wishes and their dreams for a new House of
God. Ground was broken for a new church April 27, 1961, with Bishop
John L. Morkovsky officiating,
Per an article in the Borger News Herald, May 5, 1961,
“Bishop John L. Morkovsky congratulated parishioners for having ‘passed another test of your faith.’ He also contrasted the
good fortune of the people of Borger with the situations of the
peoples in the ‘Church of Silence,’ noting the achievements of the
parish which has erected four edifices for worship in Borger’s 33year history, with each building a decided improvement. Committees and sub-committees
were staffed by parishioners especially trained in certain lines of work.
In a talk made in the school auditorium that was being used as a church, Bishop Morkovsky
congratulated the pastor, and the parishioners, acknowledging the contribution of the former
pastor, the Rev. M. F. Schafle, to the initial phase of the church. He said, ‘We’re on the frontiers
of God’s kingdom on earth in this country, and we must decide that the things of God are most
important to us.’ He went on to compare Borger with parishes in Iron Curtain countries, suggesting that Communism penetrated those places because the people took their faith for
granted as much so that the insidious attacks made them fall.
We are fortunate as we have to build up everything, our faith is tested daily.”
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To coordinate the entire parish plant, the same
buff brick was used to build the fireproof 60’ x
150’ structure, which will seat more than 600
people. Its simplicity of design, with its inverted V-shaped roof, twelve Cathedral glass windows, and magnificent façade, make the church
building stand out as the most important parish
building.
Indirect lighting from the overhanging roof
above the façade illuminates the amber glass of
the huge window above the doors, and brings out
the beauty of the white Carrara marble Glorified
Christ on the 28-foot hand-hewn cross. Handcarved wooden statues of the Four Evangelists
flank the crucifix. To the right of the building, a statue of the parish’s patron, St. John the Beloved, stands on
the brick and ornamental tile pedestal.
The outer doors are rich with liturgical symbols sandblasted into plate glass. The six concrete steps are lighted
with 54 imbedded lights, which sparkle like little jewels and add to the total illumination of the building and
tower, an inspiring sight from the city.
The church on its hilltop location, features a triangular “Trinity” tower (about 26 feet to the left of the church
building) extending 50 feet into the air, Fashioned of buff brick and decorative tile in triangular form, the tower is topped with a 17 foot stainless steel cross, proclaiming to the city that here all is done, “In the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”. Attractive planters surround the tower, and are arranged at the
right of the façade.
Upon entering the Nathex, separated from the Nave by oaken doors, one sees interior planters and doors that
open to men’s and women’s lounges, cry room and library. As the worshiper enters the Nave, with its walls of
face brick and its laminated oak arches, his attention is focused upon the altar. Faced with marble, the altar is
surmounted by a cross of polished black walnut, with a three-foot hand-carved corpus of linden wood, brushed
and waxed, on a light oak reredos. The baldachino, faced with marble is fashioned of attractive open woodwork to permit light from the ceiling sky lights to highlight the altar. The altar steps and platform are carpeted
in rich red. The wrought iron Communion rail repeats the Chi Rho design and surmounted by crosses.
Beyond the Sanctuary are Sacristies with specially-designed facilities for the priests and altar boys, with storage space for vestments, linens and other articles of worship. An exit is also on the north side of the Nave, and
another convenient to the rectory, on the west.
St. John’s Church, built on a hilltop west of an
industrial city, within sight of chemical plants,
is symbolic of the Presence of God and of
man’s dependence upon Him. It permits His
worship in fitting surroundings, and gives Him
the honor and glory which are His due.
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Meaning of the eight symbols on the front etched-glass doors are:
- The equilateral triangle depicts the equality and the unity of the Most Blessed Trinity; the circles indicate
the eternity of the Most Blessed Trinity.
- The “Chi (X) Rho (P)” (sometimes used with HIS – first letter of the name Jesus in Greek – these forms are
called “Christograms” – the monogram of Jesus) symbol is an abbreviation of the word Christ with the Greek
letters “X” and “P”, the first two letters of the word “Christ” in Greek.
- The Alpha and the Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, symbolizing God as the beginning and the end of everything.
- The chalice and the host symbolize the Holy Eucharist.
- The basket of bread and fish is symbolic of the Holy Eucharist. It suggests the miracle of the
“Multiplication of the Bread and Fishes” in which Christ gave the people a type of Blessed Sacrament which
was to come.
- The fish alone is also used to symbolize Baptism.
- The dove is used to represent the Holy Spirit, the spirit of Truth, the Third Person of the Most Blessed
Trinity, Who descended from heaven in the form of a gentle dove when Jesus was baptized.
- The lamb, bearing aloft the banner of victory, symbolizes God the Son, the Victim of sacrifice.
- Three crowns, a symbol of Christ’s complete kingdom. The Tiara (triple crown) when used with the Keys is
emblematic of the Holy Father, the Pope, Vicar of Christ, head of the Roman Catholic Church on earth, direct
successor of St. Peter, who was appointed by Jesus Christ Himself as the head of the Church which
He founded.

The New St. John’s Church was dedicated in February 1962.
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On April 10, 1964, fourteen hand-carved Stations of the Cross were dedicated at St. John the Evangelist
church. Designed by Marie Gikas Blackburn and then made by wood carver Don Alston (both members of
St. John’s), these beautiful gifts of sacrifice and love are as priceless to the parishioners as any work by
Michaelangelo.
Father Erpen had his new church, a beautiful structure costing $150,000, built by Southwestern Bricklaying
Co., Inc. out of Amarillo. In 1965 he had a ceremony to burn the mortgage.

In 1963, under the direction of Father Erpen,
the Catholic people of Stinnett, Texas, built St. Ann’s Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Oates donated a five-acre plot of land west of the high school on Highway 152. Father
Erpen executed the architectural and construction plans for the new church-hall with temporary or over-night living quarters.
The architectural style is unusual featuring a
baptistery, set apart from the church itself.
Much of the work was done by Gilbert Lange of
Amarillo, and the finished product is something
that the Catholic people of Stinnett can be
proud of. Fr. Richard Neyer would drive across
the Canadian River Bridge from nearby Borger
to say Mass.

Wedding of Liz Christian and Greg
MULLEN
Photo Courtesy of Sandra Christian
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St. Ann’s in Stinnet
is presently a mission of Borger.

Fr. James Sonderman
1970-1974

Father James Sonderman was appointed June 18, 1970.

He was a smiling, soft-spoken man, known for his homilies.
He was a very patient man and most helpful to all he counseled.
He was a very easy priest to talk to.
Fr. Sanderman was also a huge supporter of St. John’s school.

Fr. Richard Neyer
1974-1986

Father Richard Neyer became pastor and served from August 29, 1974 – June 30,
1986.

Father Neyer helped parishioners with the transitions in the
Catholic Church as a result of Vatican II.

From 1982 – 1984, Leroy Huval, a parishioner from St. John’s, took on a large project for church. With a load of oak from southwest Missouri, with a lot of love and
hard work, he designed and built the main cross, altar, side altar, lectern, baptismal
font, sanctuary table, and the main pulpit. Ignacio Herrera finished the wood with
tung oil. New carpeting was added in the sanctuary. In the summer of 1984, new lighting was added in the
church. (Father Neyer never felt there was enough light.)
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Monsignor Norbert Kuehler
1986-2005

On July 1, 1986, Bishop Leroy Matthiesen appointed Monsignor Norbert
Kuehler as pastor of St. John’s Church. Monsignor Kuehler was also the
Vocation Director of the Diocese. Father Kuehler soon started preparing the
parish for an expansion and remodeling project on the church to add a
chapel and the Franciscan Room.
Besides being busy with remodeling the rectory, he played a big part in getting the parish family more involved in the Mass. Father Kuehler asserted
that his purpose here was to accent the spiritual life and Christian formation
of his parishioners. He encouraged members of the church to participate
more as Lectors and Commentators.
He initiated and trained members to be Eucharistic Ministers and also encouraged members to participate in community activities and take part in
political affairs. He also worked and encouraged the Spanish Ministries
with the help of seminarian, Arturo Meza (now Monsignor).

Assistant Pastors

Assistants and Parochial Vicars under Monsignor Kuehler over the years include

Fr. Arturo Meza *
1988 – 1990

Fr. David Contreras
1993 – 1995

Fr. Guillermo Morales
1988 – 1990

Fr. Jose Gomez
1995 – 1997

—————————————————————————————————————* Seminarian Arturo Mesa completed his year of internship in Borger in the spring of 1987.
- Fr. Robert Zancan (Residence) 1995
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Fr. Domingo Castillo
1991 – 1994

Fr. Juan Carlos Barragan
1997-2005

March 7, 1987, a Spanish Mass was added on Saturdays at 7:00 p.m.
and later moved to 11:30 a.m. on Sunday.

Father Micezyslaw Prizepiora
Father Micezyslaw Prizepiora (“Father Mitch), who originally was from Poland, would
travel from Panhandle to St. John’s to say the Spanish Mass.
Monsignor Kuehler remembers Father Mitch saying, “I don’t know how to speak Spanish,
but I can say the Mass in Spanish!” (which Monsignor thought that was very amusing).
In the summer of 1988, Fathers Arturo Mesa and Guillermo Morales were ordained Priests
and assigned to St. John’s Church as Parochial Vicars. They had special assignments to
work among the Hispanic population. Father Guillermo and Father Arturo assisted in starting the Spanish Mass.
On February 1, 1990, Father Arturo was made administrator of St. Joseph’s Church Stratford and of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, Cactus, Texas. Father Guillermo was made administrator of Christ the King, Sunray, and in
care of the Spanish-speaking in Borger and Stinnett.

Zeferino Jimenez
School custodian from October 30th, 1989 to December 2005.
Church custodian from January 2005-April 17th, 2015
Deaconate Ordination May 18th, 1996
Deacon Ministry at St. John the Evangelist from 1995-2015
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After Mass on Easter Sunday, March 27, 1989, everything was moved out of the church and into the Parish
Hall to make ready for the new construction to update, improve and beautify the church building.
The ground floor of the Church was doubled in size while the second floor was enlarged by 50%. Monsignor
Kuehler said the seating capacity of the church was 600, with an additional 130 who can be accommodated in
the Chapel.
The remodeled church included a new chapel,
sacristies for clergy and altar servers, meeting
room, nursery, kitchen, restrooms, classrooms
for Sunday School Classes and Adult/R.C.I.A.
Classes, audio-visual room, enlarging the Gift
Shop and expanded Narthex - the space we
pass through – leaving behind the secular
world and entering into the sacred space of
worship, moving the statue of St. John the
Baptist inside the Narthex.

Two beautiful stained glass windows in
the Narthex help make the transition of
entering the House of the Lord.
On the left, the Daisy symbolizes innocence and purity, The Fish, a Christian Community, the Cross of Salvation in Christ, candles an flame a symbol of prayer with
smoke rising toward God the Chalice symbolizes the Eucharist, the Rays a symbol of Benediction from God.
The right window, in the Gift Shop consists of seven
hanging lamps symbolizing the Seven Gifts of the Holy
Spirit: Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude,
Knowledge, Piety, Fear of the Lord (wonder and awe).
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A beautiful Chapel in honor of our Lady of Guadalupe, called the Marian Chapel, was added with a tiled mural of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and a stained glass Mother of God window.

The theme: the Nativity and the death of Christ.
The Nativity is framed by a golden halo (or sun) with radiating beams. The symbol of the Fleur de Lys
(represents Purity) forms the background pattern. The Dove symbolizes the Holy Spirit, and the Water Jar recalls the miracle at Cana. To the right is a statue of St. Joseph. The stained glass window above the exterior
entrance of the Chapel represents the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Etched glass windows of herald angels were installed between the chapel and the sanctuary.
A Reconciliation Chapel was built with a stained glass window of a Dove
with laurel branch (symbol of Peace and Reconciliation) rising above the
a rainbow and the Ark, both symbols of the Lord’s Covenant of Forgiveness, placed over bottom panels symbolizing transgression, the snake
(temptation) and snail (laziness.) Calmer waters emerge above symbols
of storm-tossed waves; bulrushes, symbols of Salvation reach upward.
The Risen Christ, formerly on a cross on the front of the church, was
placed in the center of a sculptured pylon at the front of the church. The
statues of the four Evangelists from the front of the church were refinished and now are grouped in front of the Ambo. The original Stations of
the Cross were refinished by Ed and Allene Lewis, and are on the north
wall of the church. Everything past the north wall of the original church
is new.
A Projection and Sound Room was
added, and a stained glass Rose
Window with the Central Panel of
Christ the Redeemer surrounded by
12 panels of vines and birds, symbolizing the faithful feeding on the
grapes, the blood of Christ, was
built above the choir loft.
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The four Evangelists stained glass windows in the Nave
represent the Four Winged Creatures, symbols of the Evangelists:

ST. MATTHEW represented by winged MAN

because his gospel traces Jesus’ human genealogy.
Within Lunette – the Holy Family.
The bottom panel – The Jesse Tree (Jesse is the father
of David in the genealogy.)
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ST. MARK represented by winged LION

because his gospel begins with “The voice
of one crying in the wilderness”, and this
suggests the roar of a lion. Within Lunette –
The Baptism of Christ. Bottom panel –
The Holy Spirit, and the waters of Baptism.

ST. LUKE represented by winged OX because the

ST. JOHN represented by winged EAGLE

ox is considered the animal of sacrifice, and Luke’s
gospel stresses the atoning Sacrifice of Jesus.
Within Lunette – Christ condemned and scourged,
symbols of cross and capital letter INRI, Latin
inscription on the cross. (Jesus of Nazareth, king of
the Jews). Bottom panel – The “wounded lamb”
reclining on the Book of the Seven Seals.

because the high-soaring Eagle symbolizes
how John’s gospel rises to the loftiest heights
in dealing with the mind of Christ. Within
Lunette – The Ascension of Our Lord into
Heaven. Bottom Panel – The Olive Branch,
since olive trees provide shelter and opportunity
for rest, the olive oil is used for anointing, the
olive branch is the symbol for peace, harmony
and healing.
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Much credit for the beauty of the renovation is due to the window artwork and liturgies design of
Drew Bacigalupa, a liturgical artist from Santa Fe, New Mexico; Art Takowski of Albuquerque, New Mexico,
who crafted the windows; and the architect, Lou Castillo, Bernalillo, New Mexico of Western Builders. The
general contractor of Amarillo, directed by Hugh Gibbs and many good craftsman have given the members of
St. John the Evangelist parish a wonderful sacred atmosphere in which to worship.
In addition to the many people who
have generously shared their treasure
to make this such a beautiful Church,
there are many parishioners who
freely shared their time and talent to
bring this project to such a successful
completion. At the risk of inadvertently omitting some, the names of
people who spend many hundreds of
hours “behind the scenes” will not be
listed individually. We know God
will continue to bless and reward
each of you for your work in making
His Church such a beautiful place to
worship. St. John’s would not be
what it is today without all the wonderful people who volunteer their
time and love to make it such a beautiful place of worship – truly it is an
“awesome place”, the House of God.
Construction was completed and the
parishioners moved back into the
new and improved church building.

The first Mass was held on the
first Sunday of Advent in 1989. The blessing of the remodeled church was on Sunday, May
13, 1990 by Bishop Leroy T. Matthiesen, main celebrant, and Monsignor Norbert Kuehler, pastor, and Father
Guillermo Morales, parochial vicar, con-celebrant.

(Borger News Herald, June 15, 1990) “An open house was held Sunday, June 17, 1990 at St. John’s
Catholic Church. Drew Bacigalupa’s work is shown all over the world, and his talent is also portrayed
in sculpture, and oil paintings. After the design was
completed, it went into the hands of Art Takeowski of Alburquerque, New Mexico, who has worked
with Bacigalupa for over 30 years. “Each piece of the windows was fitted by hand,” Monsignor Kuehler said. In the sanctuary, four windows feature the works of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Four
statues are on the left side of the wall, and the right side has Stations of the Cross designed by local parish members. The back of the sanctuary is highlighted with a rose window. Lupe Castillo of Bernalillo,
New Mexico, was the architect for this window. The original church was built in 1961. In the Day
Chapel, the window is of the Blessed Mother, and takes Jesus’ life from birth to the resurrection. Father Kuehler has been with the local church for four years, and about 1,500 people attend St. John’s. “
The final payment on the cost of refurbishing was made, and a ceremony to celebrate the mortgage burning
was held on Monsignor Kuehler’s 40th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood on May 17, 1995.
Ed Lewis, a parishioner who came to Borger in 1946, was interviewed by the West Texas Catholic in an article
printed April 4, 1999. “Lewis believes the strongest aspect of his parish is its pastor, Monsignor Norbert Kuehler. ‘We’ve had many other great priests precede him, such as Monsignor Bud Erpen. Monsignor Kuehler
has followed past priests’ lead and has continued the parish’s growth from its beginning. I’ve watched this
church grow from the little structure on Hedgecoke Street,’ he said.”
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According to an article in the West Texas Catholic, dated November 18, 2001,
“St. John’s Parish celebrates 75th”. The celebration was held Saturday, November 10, to celebrate 75
years of Mass being said in Borger. The occasion was marked with a special bilingual Mass and a
potluck dinner. Monsignor Norbert Kuehler, pastor, told parishioners that God continues to bless
the church. Monsignor Kuehler was celebrant with Msgr. B. A. Erpen, who served as pastor of St.
John’s from 1960 to 1970, concelebrating. Deacon Zeferino Jimenez also served during the Mass.
During the dinner, a Coat of Arms made by then Pastoral Council president, Bill Campos, was
unveiled and will hang in the church.”

Fr. Pat Carathers

Father Pat Carathers became the new pastor after 2005-2006
Monsignor Norbert Kuehler retired on June 30, 2005. Fr. Pat
made arrangements for the church to purchase an organ. He presided over several
“healing” services for parishioners.
Deacon Isaac Dreidger
Deacon Isaac Driedger was ordained Deacon June 10, 2006.
He was very active, helping with the masses and parish planning. Because of his fluency in both Spanish and English, he
was extremely helpful to the administrators and priests, and
spent much time working with all parishioners. His love of
Christ was shown through him daily. He left in February 2010,
moving to Canada.

Fr. Guillermo Morales

Father Pat left the parish October 1, 2006. Father Guillermo Morales replaced Father
Pat December 6, 2006, as pastor; and2006-2007
left October 16, 2007.
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Parish Administrators

Fr. Ron Mathews
2007 - 2008

Fr. Joseph Ravi Gudipalle
2008

Monsignor Michael Colwell
2008-2012

After over a year with no permanent pastor,

Monsignor Michael Colwell heard the cry of the people of
Borger and asked the Bishop to send him to
St. John the Evangelist.
He became our pastor November 24, 2008, and was well known to
many, as he had served St. John’s under Father Kuehler as a seminarian,
and had been temporary Administrator from October 16 – December 1,
2007. (and, his aunt was Christine Cantrell, a long time parishioner!)
Msgr. Colwell introduced a program to the church, “Come Lord Jesus”.
There are still four groups involved in this Bible study, which meets every
week and reflects on the readings for the upcoming Sunday.

With the help of parishioners, the
Knights of Columbus and David
Pham, Father Michael had Our
Lady’s Grotto built and dedicated
it to The Blessed Virgin Mary.
The grotto is 24 feet long and 12
feet high, with a 5 ½ foot bronze
statue of Mary. The stones were
placed with great love and devotion, by Fidel Tello and one can
notice: Sacred Heart, a cross, and
a Tau cross (Saint Francis of Assissi’s favorite) in the stonework
of the Grotto.
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The dedication of the grotto
took place on the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception, December 8, 2011,
and the Church Chapel was dedicated to our Mother Mary’s patronage.
Bishop Patrick J. Zurek blessed the Grotto prior to the Mass on December 10, 2011.
The youth of the parish were important to Father Michael. He had the
parish hall painted and built a youth room, known as “The Haven”, with
a pool table and other games, as well as a place to watch movies.
He would challenge young men to basketball on Sunday afternoons.
He also helped build the Rosary Garden and had the Memorial Wall
Plaques placed near the Grotto.

Also, with the help of some parishioners, Fr. Michael built the
St. Ann/ Marian Chapel in St. Ann's Parish in Stinnett.
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The Very Rev. Fr.

José Ricardo Zanetti

M.Div, JCL

2012—Present

Father José Ricardo Zanetti (Fr. Richard) became Administrator at St.
John’s September 1, 2012; then became pastor September 29, 2015.

His frugality and thrift have greatly benefited the parish.
In February 2013,
six months after Fr. Richard came to St. John’s,
the Parish was able to pay off a $40,000 debt.
His pastoral leadership has helped maintain
the financial strength of the parish

He has initiated, commissioned and overseen several remodeling/
redecorating projects:
1. Remodeled the entrance and offices of our office building, adding
ceramic tile flooring throughout.
2. Revised and modernized the Sanctuary of our Church, with ceramic
tile on the floor of the altar area.
3. Installed a New lighting system in the Church, making it more bright
from the inside.
4. A new Tabernacle, carpeting commissioned to Bill Campos.
5. Acquired three new presiding chairs for the Altar.
6. Installed new carpet in the Nave of the Church, St. Mary Chapel, and the Sacristy.
7. Initiated the project for a new parking lot for the parish.
6. Acquired a beautiful new Cross and Corpus, hand painted by him with the help of other parishioners,
and the Cross commissioned to Bill Campos.
7. Acquired a new Christmas Nativity Set.
8. Acquired a new statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
9. Transformed the chapel that was formerly the Nun’s chapel in the convent—our current church offices—
into the Oratory, that is used for daily Mass and Communion Services.
10. Painted the new Tabernacle for the oratory, his rendition of The Trinity, a 15th century Russian icon by
artist Andrei Rublev and Kiko Arguello.
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11. A new 20 ton. Air was installed in the gym/parish hall.
12.

At St. Ann’s Parish in Stinnett,

Fr. Richard promoted and directed the remodeling of the Sanctuary,
put new carpet and with the help of parishioners bought new pews,
the remodeling of the Parish Hall
and the building of the a new sacristy, storage room and reconciliation room.
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Newspaper article courtesy of the
Diocese of Amarillo
West Texas Catholic
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Annual Events
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Annual Spaghetti Dinners
In the “History of St. John’s” one of our biggest parish events took place around
March 15, 1956. Chef Ollie Bertorelli started the Annual Italian Spaghetti Dinner.
An article in the Borger News Herald, in 1991, talked about the early days of the
annual Spaghetti Dinner:

“The dinner was being put on near St. Patrick’s Day in 1956.

The first Italian spaghetti dinner was put on in March of 1952. It
was sponsored by St. John’s Men’s Club, the primary purpose
being to raise money to sponsor a young man of the parish enrolled
at Price Seminary College in Amarillo.
The idea of a spaghetti dinner followed a similar dinner which Ollie Bertorelli had
put on just before for the Frank Keim Council of the Knights of Columbus. Several of the men and wives participated, and the meatballs and sauce were cooked in individual homes.
Some of the people most remembered with the early days were Ollie and Lena Bertorelli, Joe and Hilda Poe,
Bob and Flora Ezzell, and Jim and Dollie Stark. No one had big aluminum pans as they do now, and at Mr.
Bertorelli’s suggestion, pressure cooker bottoms were borrowed from various people. These were heavy, an
advanatage to prevent the sauce from burning, and had capacity of three to four gallons.
The first dinner was served in a building in Bunavista known as the “old FPHA” building. Spaghetti, salad, pie
and coffee were served. Approximately 250 people were served and enough money was raised to pay the tuition at Price Seminary. The second dinner was held in 1953 in the Girl Scout Little House, with the cooking
being done there. The pressure cooker bottoms were still used, and the number served increased.
By 1954, St. John’s was beginning to think about a new and larger church than the one on Hedgecoke. With
this in mind, the old Presbyterian Church just a couple blocks south on Hedgecoke was purchased (this was the
location now occupied by Minton’s Funeral Home). The third spaghetti dinner was served in the old Presbyterian Church. Dave and Pat Poundstone were instrumental in doing this.
Peggy Newcomb and her sisters (Pat and Pam) remember going to the Bertorelli’s home to grate the Ramono
cheese, and going to the school to help their mom and other ladies in the parish bake and frost Italian-style
cookies that were served as the dessert at the spaghetti dinner. No dinner was put on in 1955; however, the first
of what will be the “annual” spaghetti dinners after April 1956 was served in the auditorium of the newly built
school.
In the early dinners, olive oil and Romano cheese were obtained from Italy. It is no longer shipped in but Romano cheese continues to be used. For years, ice cream cups were served as dessert, but in the interest of easier handling, it was switched to after-dinner mints. Many other changes have been made over the years in order
to remove bottlenecks and be able to feed the growing numbers as the attendance grew.
Some of these changes include the building of special stoves, using burners from old commercial hot water
heaters in order to speed up the cooking of the spaghetti at one time a cause of the delays in serving. At the
starting of precook day, usually two weeks before the dinner, the meatballs were made and frozen until time
for the dinner. This became necessary when the number reached the 2,500-3,000 level. There was not enough
stove capacity to cook all that was needed in one day. (This has not been a problem as meatballs and sauce
will improve in flavor when frozen.) ‘This is without a doubt the only function in the parish which gets so
many of the parishioners working together and while putting in many long hours, everyone looks forward to it
and enjoys it,” Flora Ezzell said.
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Total of People Served
Year

Dinner No.

Total of people served

1988

33

2782

1989

34

2744

1990

35

Unknown

1991

36

2659

1992

37

3023

1993

38

2707

1994

39

3040

1995

40

2681

1996

41

2993

1997

42

2960

1998

43

3126

1999

44

2916

2000

45

2897

2001

46

2766

2002

47

2685

2003

48

2915

2004

49

2954

2005

50

2988

2006

51

2697

2007

52

2661

2008

53

3172

2009

54

2893

2010

55

3034

2011

56

3074

2012

57

2872

2013

58

2604

2014

59

2738

2015

60

2312

2016

61

2485

2017

62

2300

45

Parish Organizations

46

Women’s Ministry

Exact records of the years from 1926-1935 are lost, but existing material indicates that some of the first presidents of St. John’s Altar Society were Mrs. Jack Bauman, Mrs. Earl Graves, Mrs. Hugh Cypher.
The women in the Altar Society took care of the altar care and social activity, and money-making affairs were
engaged in. In 1934, with the arrival of Father Andrew Quante as resident pastor, activity increased. When
work began on the rectory and hall, in February 1935, the women re-formed the Society, electing Mrs. A. L.
Schmitz, president. Its objective was “to help obtain funds for the new parish house”. In 1944, another reorganization of the group was made. The group was active for a year, and then disbanded. When Father Matthew F. Schafle became pastor, he requested the formation of an Altar Society. On January 21, 1947, the ladies of St. John’s Parish met at the Bunavista Clubrooms to organize an Altar Society. Mrs. Elmo Bonifield
was elected president. On February 18, 1947, the Society re-affiliated with the Amarillo DCCW. Under excellent leadership and with fine cooperation, the group grew in size and accomplishments, fulfilling its aims,
and more.
The 23rd Annual Convention of the Amarillo Council of Catholic Women was September 15-16, 1955. Convention chairman includes Mrs. Carl Timlich, Amarillo, and Mrs. Hayden G. Davis, Borger.

Pat Wolf
Pat Wolf received the Woman of the Year Award in 2003 for her leadership
and having held offices in the St. John’s Altar Society; offices in the North
Deanery and Diocesan level. Pat held almost every office in all three levels.
Other ladies from St. John’s who also received the Woman of the Year Award
included Mary Kale, Pat Poundstone, Marj Huval and Flora Ezzell. This is
quite an achievement for these ladies of St. John’s. Borger was always well
represented in holding offices at all the levels in the Diocese.
In 2015, under the pastoral leadership of Fr. Richard Zanetti,
the Altar Society was renamed to the Women’s Ministry.
The Women’s Ministry continues furnishing food for funeral dinners for parish families; purchasing hosts and wine, candles, flowers, decorations for the
altar; maintaining altar needs (vestments, altar furniture, etc.); and mail get
well cards to parishioners.

ion, Confirmation, etc.

The women of St. John’s donate bakery items for the Bake Sale at the annual
Spaghetti Dinner. The Women’s Ministry purchase religious items for our
Gift Shop, providing religious articles for special occasions – First Commun-
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Men’s Club

On February 14, 1949, a service organization came into being, with 21 men establishing St. John’s Men’s Club
for the purpose of assisting the pastor with the care and improvement of church property. Other aims are the
promotion of Catholic activities, fundraising with the approval of the pastor, training altar boys, providing ushers and developing a spirit of brotherhood. Membership is open to all adult men in the parish, and to other
men with obligations to the parish. The group is an affiliate of the Diocesan Council of Catholic Men.
The Catholic Men’s Club held their first fundraiser in December 1952, selling Christmas trees in the parking
lot of the old Presbyterian Church. They met in July in the Parish Hall for a special meeting called to check
the results of the fundraising campaign conducted by the Club for obtaining pledges. They were investing in
the future of our country and of humanity. The monies were supposed to help build benches for the school,
but the school never was built at that location. In the summer of 1958, the Men’s Club built the Butler Building and the Parish Park.
The present-day Knights of Columbus building was built in 1971. In 1972, they added onto the Butler Building so they would have a place to store yard maintenance equipment and their tools.

The Men’s Club (members are all members of the Knights of Columbus) has made a large
impact on St. John’s. They have been the nucleus of the success of our parish.
Anytime any work needs to be done, you can always be sure members of the Men’s Club are involved in the
work. Some of the projects they continue to do is most of the maintenance work around the parish, the lawn
mowing, and sponsor the annual Easter Egg Hunt for children of the parish.
In the early days, the Men’s Club members would repair bicycles and take them over to the Catholic Children’s Home in Panhandle. The Knights were very involved with the Children’s Home. Peggy Newcomb recalls her dad and other Knights would drive a school bus to Panhandle, and take the children to Palo Duro Park
or on other field trips on Saturday outings.
They built and paid for the last addition to the Butler Building. The Men’s Club members actually did the
work, and poured cement in our Rosary Memorial Garden. Jim Wolf recalls even ladies of the parish helped
with this task. The cement/brick wall behind the grotto is a memorial for Unborn Children. The Men’s Club
is actually a parochial organization through St. John’s.
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Knights of Columbus Council 3558

Borger Council, No. 3558, Knights of Columbus, was organized August 3, 1952,
by charter issued by the Supreme Council.
Ninety-six names were inscribed in the charter; the major degrees were exemplified for approximately onethird on the day of institution, while the remaining two-thirds of the initial membership were transferred from other councils, principally from Frank Keim Council N.
2767 in Pampa. O. L. “Ollie” Bertorelli was elected Grand Knight at the first meeting. One of the first major activities was the sponsorship of a Field Mass, celebrated
by Bishop Laurence J. FitzSimon May 7, 1953, in Huber Park. After 24 hours of
strong wind and much dust, the weather changed; what appeared to be a disastrous
choice of date turned out to be a memorable occasion. The principles of the Knights
of Columbus are Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.
Knights of Columbus Council 3558 has been active, and the Boy Scout Troop 161
sponsored by the Knights was named the best all-around troop in the area.
Since 2002, the Knights have awarded a college scholarship to a graduating Senior each year.
David Myers is currently the 36th Grand Knight. His dad, Max Myers, was also a Grand Knight.
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Catholic Youth Organization (CYO)

The Borger Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) began in 1955, when Mrs. Walter E. Kale and a group of parents re-organized the youth group. Throughout the history of the parish, youth activity has been stressed, with
St. John’s Altar Society sponsoring children’s affairs in the early period. In 1948, a Junior CYO was active,
organized by Mrs. C. H. Mihm. Mrs. John A. Hoopes and Mrs. Robert McDonogh directed a group of young
people for a radio appearance in 1949. A Young People’s Sodality was organized that year, with Mrs. Roy
Fultz and Miss Ellen French spearheading activities that included conducting a nursery during parish functions.

Youth Ministry

“I had the privilege to start working with St. Johns Youth Group on February 2016. We have been implementing new ways of teaching and helping them understand more about God. We meet on Wednesday nights and
as there is learning there is also fun. One of the many things we have accomplished this year is preparing them
for the following Sundays Homily. Also during the noon mass, we are taking all the children and explaining
the Homily to the at their level. We are having the youth teach and explain to the children each Sunday. This
way we start to form future leaders of the Church and great Catechist. “
The Youth Ministry has participated for some years at the Borger Annual Christmas Parade,
this year 2017 we accomplish to get the First Place for the best float among the other churches
in Borger.
Ivonne Madrid
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Las Guadalupanas

The St. John the Evangelist Guadalupanas started in the 1988 under the pastoral leadership of Fr. Arturo Mesa
and Fr. Guillermo Morales. The Guadalupanas is formed by a group of people with devotion to the Holy
Mother of God, the Virgin Mary of the Americas, Our Lady of Guadalupe.
The purpose of our group is

to give honor and praise to Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas.
To increase the devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe
We consecrate ourselves to the Love of Jesus through Mary,
“Our Virgen de Guadalupe”
We Encourage our members and parish families to bear witness to the love of God, live the life of Christ, and
honor His most Blessed Mother under her title of Our Lady of Guadalupe
To come together annually during the month of December as members and with fellow Parishioners to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe (December 12).
We Support Our Parish Annual Festival (Jamaica) by selling food.
We Celebrate praying publicly the nine day novena, starting December 3rd to December 11th.

51

Liturgical Environment Group

Our 90 year old building requires loving care as we celebrate the liturgical seasons with beautiful decorations.

The Liturgical Environment Group purpose is to enhance the natural beauty of our
church through decoration as well as help the pastor planning themes for liturgical seasons.
Each week, dedicated and hardworking volunteers arrive each Friday morning and clean the sanctuary.
Their loving care is essential to the hospitality we want you to feel when entering St. John the Evangelist.
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St. John’s School
1956-2000

Father Matthew Schafle bought the property west of Borger High Football Stadium, and began building St.
John’s School in 1956. St. John’s School included four classrooms, a large auditorium gym (to be used as a
church), a cafeteria and kitchen, restrooms and storage space. The fireproof brick five-classroom school building, with its 50’ x 75’ auditorium, and other facilities, provided an incentive for activity.
The school was opened, first as a three- grade school on January 16, 1956, under the direction of the School
Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis (international motherhouse in Vienna, Austria). from Panhandle, Texas. Fifty-three children entered the church
on the morning to receive our Lord’s blessings for their second semester of
this school year in a Catholic School. Sister M. Salesia, Principal of the
school, took over the second and third grades with thirty children; Sister M.
Clare was teaching the twenty children in the first grade. The work was hard
– the children still remembered when they graduated in 1961 – but it was
successful, and by the end of the school year, parents and local public
schools looked up to St. John’s Catholic School. Many non-Catholic parents asked to have their children enrolled for the next school year.
In addition to working a full time job with Phillips Petroleum Company at the Borger Refinery, Jim Wolf volunteered numerous hours at the school for years after it opened. He would oversee all the maintenance work;
plumbing, electrical, etc. Jim Stark and Elmo Bonifield (who
both worked for J. M. Huber Corporation) could also be
found at the school after hours repairing everything and anything, getting donations for necessary building/repair supplies. Members of the Men’s Club would take turns being the
janitor until Harvey LaPointe was finally hired as the first janitor.
St. John’s Home and School Association was organized, April
24, 1956, four months after the school opened. Frank Kastl
was first president. Past presidents include L. J. Ronayne, W.
A. Tinker, Bob Dollinger, Jim Stark, and Ed Lewis. The Association was
an organization of the parents of children enrolled in St. John’s School,
and of the teachers of the school, joining together to coordinate the spiritual and educational forces of the home and school in a program of Catholic
child training.
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May 27, 1956, twenty-one first graders received their first Holy
Communion, which was the first time in St. John’s Church School
Auditorium. September 4, 1956, the school opened with grades one
through seven, for 125 children. Teachers were Sister M. Clare,
first; Sister M. Anastasia, second and third; Sister M. Salesia,
fourth and fifth; Sister M. Hildegardis, sixth and seventh. . St.
John’s Home and School Association, organized April 24, 1956,
was active during its initial year.
The school year, 195758, marked the opening of an eight-grade school, with the same faculty as the preceding year with 143 students. The Home and School
Association purchased reference and library books and inaugurated an
intensive audio-visual education program. Organizations formed included a Civics Club, Girl Scout and Brownie Troops (organized in
1958), Boy Scout Troop 161 (organized in 1958), and Knights of the
Altar. Students entered the Hutchinson County Spelling Bee. In
May, five girls and five boys received diplomas as the first graduates
of St. John’s School.
When 160 children enrolled for the year 1958-59, a fifth classroom was
opened, with Sister M. Antonina as second grade teacher. The year
was marked by the teaching of religion by Father Joseph James, by a
successful Halloween carnival, by participation in the Spelling Bee, by
a visit from Mother Immaculata of Vienna, Austria, mother general of
the teaching order. Sixteen students graduated.
In 1959-60, the school with its enrollment of 165, was inspected and
approved by diocesan supervisors. Seven pupils graduated. School
year 1960-61, the Sisters received the news of the
change of their pastor, Rev. Father M. Schafle, who was being replaced by a new pastor, Father B. A. Erpen. Father Schafle had made
his mark on the school, “Those who start an empire are always remembered”. Enrollment was 165.
The 1961-62 school year had an enrollment of 175. The faculty was
the same until February, when Sister M. Goretti replaced Sister M.
Clare, third and fourth;
Sister M. Amata, fifth
and sixth; and Sister M. Hildegardis, seventh and eighth. Fathers
Erpen and Neyer taught religion, a cafeteria directed by Mrs. Joseph Poe was opened, and many changes resulted from the addition of space through the building of the new church.
Sister M. Salesia, who set up the school and served as its principal for five and a half years, writes: “St. John’s School is truly
successful. Besides the results of the scholastic training and the
good reputation the
school has gained
within the Tri-City
area, it has developed into a school equipped with modern teaching
aids. This success is due not only to the labor of the Sisters, but
also to the activities and generosity of St. John’s Home and School
Association, for the group was really cooperative in furnishing financial help and volunteer work to make St. John’s School an up-to
-date school.”
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A March 16, 1973 article in the Borger News Herald
stated:
“St. John’s School has always maintained high scholastic standards with many graduates of the school
achieving academic honors in high school.
As associate members of the North Plains Grade
School League, students from St. John’s participate
annually in the Literary achievement meet competing
in math, spelling, ready-writing declamation, storytelling and picture memory.
With parents
serving as coaches, teams from St. John’s participate in the
basketball and track programs of the NPGSL. The fifth and
sixth grade boys placed third in the recent
Alamo basketball tournament to put another trophy in the
trophy case in the school foyer. St. John’s Home and School
Association presents a $25 savings bond annually to the student with the highest scholastic average in the graduating
class.
Pictures of the students who have been in the fifteen classes
that have graduated from St. John’s School are hung in the
halls of the school. Some students now attending St. John’s
can point out their mother or father in the pictures on the
wall.
Following the recommendations of the Diocesan
Catholic School Board, an active recruitment program to increase attendance at St. John’s School
is being launched. Ed Lewis is chairman of this
committee.”
The school could have died as the number of employees in
the oil industry lessened, but the parishioners, led by Edward Lewis and Leonard Schwind, made every effort to
keep it going. When parishioners, faced with a decline in
enrollment that reflected the decline in the town’s population in recent years, decided they were not going to lose their school. September 13, 1974, a new kindergarten
opened in St. John’s School. Enrollment increased from 67 to 80 as a result of these parental efforts.
In July 24, 1993, four Franciscan Sisters of Mary Immaculate from St. Francis Convent, Amarillo, came to
St. John’s Convent to live and teach at St. John’s School.
(Sister JoAnn Alegre, Sister Sol Angel Diaz, Sister Jeannette Parmantie were 3 of them.)
St. John’s School was forced to close its doors as on

December 2000

due to declining enrollment
and unavailability of nuns to teach.
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ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY
WE BELIEVE in the inherit dignity and intrinsic worth of each individual
child from the moment of his/her existence until the moment they are called
home to the Father. At no time in their lives are they more in need of our
concern and supportive, loving guidance than during their early educational
years.
WE BELIEVE that only in an atmosphere of love and acceptance can each
child grow and develop into their divinely-ordained potential. It will be our
aim to give these children, entrusted to our care, the kind of love and education that takes no shortcuts when striving to provide all that is for the genuine good of each individual child.
WE WILL MAKE IT OUR SPECIFIC AIM to pass on to these children all the
treasures of our Roman Catholic Faith and heritage. For those children who
are not of our Faith, we will endeavor to develop in them strong sense of
Christian morals and an openness to the concept of loving Christian service.
With the Parents, who are the first teachers of their children, we will try to
send into the future young people with an education grounded in academic
excellence, strong morals, a genuine appreciation of the family structure, and
most of all– students who can preach the Word by bearing witness to it.
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From the Archives of St. John’s School.
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Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Roberta Schwind and Louise Millard were the first facilitators for the
first Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) in 1988 under Monsignor Kuehler’s leadership.
It is a process developed by the Catholic Church for prospective converts to Catholicism who are above the
age of infant baptism. Catholic beliefs and practices are gradually introduced to the Candidates. They go
through a process, the first being the period of Evangelization and Precatechumenate, the second being a period of Catechumenate , and the third being a period of Purification and Enlightenment. Each of these periods
have beautiful Rites for the Candidates to participate in. At Easter Vigil they are brought into full communion
with the church. It is a beautiful experience, not only for the Candidates, but also for the parish.
Celeste Reed and Kathy Dodson facilitated RCIA from 2000 – 2007. Celeste commented, “RCIA led me into
a better understanding of the Sacraments, and the joy in celebrating the Liturgical seasons of the church. Most
of all, RCIA gave me a better understanding of the love of the Holy Spirit. I appreciate St. John’s for sharing
my journey through the RCIA process.” Kathy Dodson commented, “Celeste Reed and I were blessed with
the opportunity to lead the RCIA process for seven years. It was a wonderful experience to see the people
grow in their faith and love for God, and it certainly helped me grow in my own faith.”
Other facilitators were Deborah and Lamar Yarbrough, Carolyn Johnson, Nonnie and Brian Limoges and Mike
and Marlene Scherer. Currently Shelia and Steve McCarthy are leading adults through the RCIA process.
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Personal Reflections

“I enjoyed my 19 years at St. John’s, and being pastor to the wonderful people.
I hope they continue keeping the parish alive, and truly miss everyone.”
—Monsignor Norbert Kuehler—
“Reflecting on my life, St. John’s holds memories of family and friends.
My siblings and I were reared in the Church, where we learned the importance of family values and devotion to God, each other and our own family. The traditions our parents instilled in each of us carried
into our own family, career and community.”
—Peggy Newcomb —
“I have met a lot of wonderful people at St. John’s. I have been a parishioner for sixty years, and it has
been a blessing in my life. Things just keep getting better and better.”
—Marie Rentfrow—
“I often tell people that God brought me to Borger to begin my Catholic faith. When I moved to
Borger, not yet a Catholic, the people at St. John’s welcomed me as family and were there for me
throughout my time in RCIA which I will forever be thankful for. My husband and I are proud to be
raising our family in this church community.”
—Jenny Brancheau—

“Joining the Catholic Church and being a part of St. John’s parish has brought great joy to my life, and
a deeper understanding of God’s plan for me, my family, my world. Belief in the mystery of the Eucharist fills a spiritual hole in my heart that I didn’t even realize was there.”
—Marilyn Archer—

“I arrived in Borger on February 12, 1946, to work at Phillips Petroleum Co., Plains Plant.
I found St. John’s Catholic Church on Hedgecoke St. The congregation was very friendly and welcomed me into the Altar Society and the choir. After the school opened the Home and School Association gave me another way to serve my parish. But the opportunity to become a lector--a reader of Holy
scripture--is the most fulfilling thing I’ve done for my parish family. It was my privilege to become the
first woman lector at St. John’s shortly after Msgr. Kuehler became our pastor.”
—Flora Ezzell—
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“Our family moved to Borger in 1949 when I was seven years old. We started going to St. John Evangelist Church when it was on Hedgecoke, and it has been an important part of my life ever since. There
have been many good people and good study programs that helped me grow in my faith.”
—Kathy Dodson—
“Rhonnie and I were married in 1955 at the old church on Hedgecoke Street by a visiting priest from
Iowa as Father Schaffel was out of town. When we returned from our honeymoon, we received a call
from the County Clerk Office telling us we were not maried because the license was not legal in Iowa.
We explained we were not married in Iowa but a priest from Iowa was filling in for our regular priest
in Borger. I also remember meetings with Ed Lewis on the best way to pay for the stained glass in the
new church plus the three large windows in the Chapel. It was decided to ask businesses to help and
also donations from the parishioners. The most rewarding (for me) was the time I spent on the Parish
Finance Council, and working with Father Kuehler. It was always amazing to me how he could operate
with such a small budget year after year, and make everything fit into place. One of the things I’m
most proud of was when Dorothy Scherlen and I set up Father Kuehler’s scholarship fund for Catholic
students from St. John’s Parish.”
—Jack Kaplan—
“Faith, family and friends are what St. John’s Church means to me.
As a member of St. John’s Altar Society, I have had the opportunity to make many more new friends
throughout the Amarillo diocese for 63 continuous years and with the help and encouragement of
husband, Jim, and our five daughters.”
—Pat Wolf—
“I arrived in Borger Sunday afternoon, October 28, 1947. I had just received my discharge from the
US Navy and found the church and the rectory on Hedgecoke Street. I signed in as a member with Father Schafle, and he gave me a box of contribution envelopes (1946 model .. old envelopes) and he asked
me a few questions: first one was if I had been baptized, if I was confirmed and what my former parish
was. When some of the men had seen me a couple of Sundays at church, they asked me if I wanted to
join the Knights of Columbus, so I did. I joined in the Pampa Council, as Borger did not have a Council at that time. Soon after the Men’s Club was formed, I started working with them. St. John’s
Church and the parish has always been a big part of my life. I am thankful to be a part of it now. “
—Jim Wolf—
“I have been a member St. John’s since 1971. At first I was one who came to Mass and walked out
without speaking to anyone. After a time, I stepped in ankle deep, and I felt somewhat at home. As
time moved on, my children left home, and I retired from teaching, I became very active. When I
joined the Altar Society, I felt I had a chance to serve my church. Working with RCIA taught me so
very much about my faith, even though I was a cradle Catholic and went to Catholic schools. I even
had the opportunity to have two former high school students come through the program and join the
church. I think it was one of the most fulfilling things I have done. Come Lord Jesus has deepened my
knowledge and faith so much more. Not only do we discuss Sunday’s readings; we have developed close
fellowship (friendships) with other people in the Come Lord Jesus program. St. John the Evangelist
opened the door to so many activities for me, and my faith has grown and is still growing. It is my
home and the people there are my family.”
—Carolyn Johnson—
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“When we moved back to Fritch after my husband retired, we went to St. Ann's in Stinnett. We were
warmly welcomed by Father Kuehler and the St. Ann's community. I joined the Altar Society and I
found the same community spirit at St. John's. It has truly been home and family to us.”
—Peggy Bule—
“We moved to Borger July 16, 1953, and it has been my home parish since then. In October, 1984,
while I was still working for Phillips Petroleum Company, Father Richard Neyer, Pastor, asked me if I
could help him “a little” and of course, I said yes. At that time the Pastor was doing all the office work
and all else. I started volunteering evenings and Saturdays typing the weekly bulletin, posting the
weekly offerings and keeping the parish list up to date. Thirty-two years later, I am still volunteering
full time helping in the office, whatever needs to be done.”
—Dorothy Scherlen—
“St. John’s Parish has baptized three of our children, educated all five of them, married two, buried
both of my parents, served as the centerpiece of our faith, our joy in times of celebration and our comfort in times of loss or suffering. It is of utmost importance in our lives.”
—Leah Leigh Boren—

“I just would like to say that I have gone to St. John’s my whole life. I received all of my sacraments
there. I am a third-generation member. Both my parents and grandparents were members. And now,
when I attend church, I still see children and grandchildren of past members, and it brings back many
happy memories. When I participate and attend the annual Spaghetti Dinner, it especially brings back
happy memories of the parish family working together.”
—Yvonne Payne—
“St. John the Evangelist Parish has been a blessing to me and a great source of support and love.”
—Sharen Winters—
“Being a member of St. John’s has been so special, growing up and attending the school. Thanks to the
Legion of Decency, I was able to argue why I could not go to many of the movies that my friends went
to. Because of the excellent religious instruction I received at the school, and although I am not able to
quote scripture chapter and verse, I am comfortable discussing the Bible with anyone. Classes were
small and we all knew each other, like family.”
—Judy Mihm—

“I feel very bless to call St. John’s my second home.
It’s a beautiful place to come here everyday and worship God.”
—Rosa Perez—
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“What comes to mind as we celebrate our 90th anniversary of St John's is the year 1950 sitting in Mass
with all the other kids, nervously waiting for the time when the Bishop would be asking us questions
about our faith. Now - if he picked me I'd probably be so nervous I wouldn't remember anyway but
ohh He didn't pick me so this means I made it through the first big event in my life (other than my
Catholic baptism.) Praise God, eh?
I was able to continue my Catholic and public education at St. John's on its opening year; by then I was
in 7th grade and was able to go two years at the school, as it went through 8th grade. The last day of
school before graduation I got knocked out with a bat on the back of my head---took a few stitches but
managed to make it to graduation services. Our teachers were nuns, of course, and not afraid to be disciplinarians. One time when some friends and I misbehaved, we felt we could get by with it if we hid in
the boys bathroom. That was a mistake because sister followed us in there and dragged us out. Never
tried that again! Those school years were the best of times. Too bad I was only able to go two years.
There is still a lot of memories there every time I enter that building.”
—Bill Campos—

Since my arrival to Borger in 1990, I have been part of this wonderful family of St. John’s. It has been a
blessing to see my whole family, specially my two girls grow and mature spiritually in this community.
Throughout these twenty-six years as parishioner, I have witness some of the good moments and difficult ones, but I have learn that as a community we always use these experiences to growth and come together. Furthermore, Working as the secretary for almost seven years, have give me to the ability to
know in a much closer relationship, the different pastors and members of this community.
I have always tried to serve them the best of my abilities.
—Isela Soto—

I love to walk into the Church and see the beautiful crucifix above the altar and how very real and
striking looking it is. When I enter the oratory I know that the Blessed Sacrament is in the tabernacle
and I have that awesome awareness of Jesus’ presence. These two places are the places where I can
pray and meditate the best.
—Sheila McCarthy—

Over the years, good times or bad, when I walk into St. John’s I feel the warmth, I know I am home.
I am in my Father’ House.
I feel so blessed to be part of this community of friendship, fellowship and love.”
—Steve McCarthy—
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Appendix

Church Pew Donors
The Parishioners (2)

Gloria Williams (2)

Ludwig & Thuda Webber (2)

Martin & Maria Luisa Gloria & Family/Lucille LaPointe

Jim & Pat Wolf

Martha Gooden & Children

Peter A. Marsh Family

M/M Jerry Blinker

C.T. Wiseman

M/M F. E. Nealon

Louis J. Zaversnik

M/M Dan A. Mangan

Mrs. E. J. Lewis, Sr.

M/M Paul Addison

M/M Ed J. Lewis

M/M J. B. Herrman

M/M G. E. McKenna

Children of Elizabeth C. Wolf

Rev. B. A. Erpen

Pat & Dave Poundstone

M/M Max D. Myers

R. N. Cooper Family

C. A. Brown, Jr. & Family

M/M Leonard F. Schwind

Robert C. and Flora Ezzell

M/M James B. Fish

Charles Titus and Betty Peck

Dollie Stark

M/M Bob Johnson

Family of Ann and Mike Felker

M/M Johnny Skales

M/M Dick Tweed

Douglas Judd Family

M/M John A. Drummond

5 pews with no plate
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Marian Chapel Pew Donation
MESSAGE

DONATED BY

In memory of Ramon & Josefa De Luna

Ramon Jr. & Josefa De Luna

In memory of Our Children

R.C. & Flora Ezzell

In memory of the Felker Family

Mary Felker & Family

In memory of the Gutierrez Family

Felipe & Viola Gutierrez

In Thanksgiving

Leroy Gutierrez

In Honor of Jimenez & Valle Family

Zeferino & Silvia Jimenez

In memory of our parents

Jim & Pat Wolf

In memory of the George E. McKenna Fam.

George & Esther McKenna

In memory of my Mother and Daddy

Jim & Craig Stark

In memory of Jay & Jean Urban Czyk

Henry Urban Czyk

A token of love to Geralyn, Jeanne
and Maria Selter

Louis & Barbara Selter, Jr.

In memory of Jose Blas Garcia
& George E. Schneider

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Schneider

In memory of Max E. Reneau
& George Santarpia

Craig, Peggy, Josh & Lela Mae Santarpia

In Thanksgiving

Quezada Family

In Memory of Doroteo Urias

Felipe & Sandra Muñiz

In memory of our Parents

Jerry & Peggy Newcomb
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Our Blessed Mother Mary Grotto

Designed by
Msgr. Michael Colwell, JCL
—Donors—
Virgin Mary Statue:
Limestone Rocks:
Flat Limestone (iside-behind statue):
Installing limestone volunteer:
Benches (Built and donated):
Music Pipe to Grotto:
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Robert & Marilyn Archer
Robert & Marilyn Archer
Jose Ramos
Bonaciano Ramos
St. John’s Mens Club
Ray Gutierrez

Rosary Garden
MYSTERIES OF THE HOLY ROSARY
—JOYFUL—

MYSTERY
1. The Annunciation

DONATED BY:
Knights of Columbus
Council 3558

MESSAGE:
Knights of Columbus Council 3558

2. The Visitation

Cyndy Fennell

In memory of Dick & Holly

3. Birth of our Lord

Jim & Pat Wolf

With love and Peace Jim & Pat Wolf

4. Presentation

Mihm Family

In Memory of Clifford Mihm Family
& Janet Skales Mihm.

5. Finding the Child Jesus
in the Temple

Mihm Family

In memory of John & Jo Skales
& Janet Skales

MYSTERY
1. The Baptism of Our Lord
2. Wedding Feast at Cana

DONATED BY:
Joe & Rosa Perez
Bart & Suzy Boren

—LUMINOUS—

MESSAGE:
Joe and Rosa Perez
In Honor of Clovis & Leah Boren:
“Thanks for your guidance”

3. Christ proclamation of
Marilyn & Robert Archer
Kingdom & Call to Conversion

Robert & Marilyn Archer

4. The Transfiguration
of Our Lord

Paula & “Bep” Felker

For our boys- Bep & Paula Felker

5. The Institution
of the Eucharist

St. John’s Men's Club

St. Johns Men's Club

MYSTERY
1.Agony in the garden

DONATED BY:

MESSAGE:

4. Jesus Carries the Cross

Bart & Suzy Boren

In memory of Lucile Leigh

5. The Crucifixion
of Our Lord

Steve & Sheila McCarthy

Love– Steve & Sheila McCarthy

MYSTERY
1. The Resurrection

DONATED BY:
Ceola Holvey & Flora Ezzell

MESSAGE:
Ceola Holvey & Flora Ezzell

2. The Ascension

Ronayne Children

John & Irene Ronayne

3. Descent of the Holy Spirit

Robert & Marilyn Archer

Robert & Marilyn Archer

4. The Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Dorothy E. Scherlen

Dorothy E. Scherlen

5. The Coronation of
Of the Virgin Mary

Jerry & Peggy Newcomb

In Honor of our children and grandchildren
-Jerry & Peggy Newcomb-

—SORROWFUL—

2. Scourging at the Pilar
3. Crowing of Thorns

—GLORIOUS—

Mother Mary’s Grotto Memorial Wall

DONOR:
Msgr. Michael Colwell, JCL

MESSAGE
In loving memory of our loving mother, Kathleen Grogan Colwell.

Jim & Patricia Wolf

In honor of & thanksgiving for our children & grandchildren.

Jim & Patricia Wolf

In memory of our parents Elizabeth & Jacob Wolf & Chester & Alma Ayling.

Dorothy Scherlen
Carolyn Johnson

In memory of Lt. Col. Emil R. Scherlen.
In memory of my grandson David Aragon, Jr.

Annette Cooper
Mary Lou Earnest, Carol Herbst
Clifford Dan Cornett
Clovis & Leah Boren
Clovis & Leah Boren
Clovis & Leah Boren

In loving memory of Jim Cooper Husband and father.
For our parents Clifford & Mary Cornett.

Brenda Lattig
Brad Tyler Family
Elenora Zaversnik
Lou Garcia
Bill Campos
Jennifer Smith
Michael & Lavone Roberts
Cynthia Ann Tweed Fennell

In loving memory of John F. Lattig
Deceased family members
Eleonora Zaversnik
May Luida C & Candio R. Palting & their descendent
In memory of our beloved brother Abran Campos
& Ramon & Estella Campos
Michael Loe Smith
God Bless our family
Dad, Richard Dick Tweed

Cynthia Ann Tweed Fennell

In loving memory of mother Holly Tweed

Dick & Debbie Tweed
Jacque Wakefield
Children of Jim & Dollie Stark
Ray Gutierrez
Sharen Winters

Sister Cyndy Fennell
Leo & Louise Maloney, Pat Knapp, Tom Bush
James C. and Dollie R. Stark
In loving memory of Felipe & Viola Bonnie Gutierrez
In memory of my loving momma, Caroline Ann Schulete Dietz
in honor of my loving Daddy, James Benedict Dietz.

In loving memory of our grandmother Lucille DeWitt Leigh.
In loving memory of Daddy, Granddaddy Frank Lester Leigh.
In memory of living members & those gone before us.
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DONOR:
James & Kim Mosley

MESSAGE
In loving memory of our Son, John Paul Mosley & 3 siblings

Randy & Michelle Dubiskas
Ramon & Delia Cantu

Mary Wall

In loving memory of Richard Allen, Victoria & Peter Dubiskas
The soul departed in the Lord does not die, it returns to God who is the giver
of life. Rev. Richard Neyer Born May 24, 191. Died January 11, 1995.
St. John Catholic Church– January 2012.
In memory of Pete Garcia, Sr., Connie Robles Garcia, Sophie Garcia Robles
& Paul Payne Sr., Lois Jeanette Payne & Paul Payne, Jr.
In loving memory of the Tkacik and Wall Families

Tom & Susie Casida

In memory of David Casida, Sr., Chad Casida & Liz Casida

Joe & Rosa Perez

Joe & Rosa Perez

Mark & Christina Cantrell

In memory of our parents M. Cantrell Metzger, P. Grogan Coyne

Lorian & Jose Chavez

Enedina Maria Rangel Chavez

Ren’ & Susie Hernandez

In loving memory of Jose & Elia Hernandez

Dr. Ed & Dr. Bing Quiros

In honor of Quiros Family

Louise Millard

In loving memory of Mack Edward Millard

Lenora Stuckey

In memory of Lenora Stuckey

Lucille LaPointe
St. John’s Altar Society

In memory of Lucille LaPointe
In memory of the Women of St. John’s Altar Society

Guadalupanas
Kathy & Louis Dodson
Jerri Judd

Honoring past-Present-Future
Together as one
In memory of Doug & Jerri Judd & Mike & Glenna Marie Judd

Luis & Maria Valdez
George & Gabby Carmona
James & Bernice Robbins

Epifania Salazar Orona
___________________________________
Jose F. Pacheco & Mary G. Pacheco

Ceola Holvey

In memory of loving husband and daughter– Billy R. Holvey, Sr.,
& Ceola Alicia Icyol Holvey Tancill.
In loving memory of my parents Loyd & Helen McCarthy
& my brother Lyod Van McCarthy, Jr.

Ron & Yvonne Payne

Steve & Sheila McCarthy
Steve & Sheila McCarthy

In loving memory of my dear parents Liam & Oona Grant & my siblings.

Sandra Wepruk, granddaughter

In memory of Harvey & Addie LaPointe

Patty Perez

In honor of my parents Joe & Rosa Perez

Patty Perez
David Perez

In memory of my brother David Perez
My children Hilary, Jonathan & Nikolas

Marlene Scherer
Joe & Clara Cloninger

Clyde & Shirley Back
In memory of Jay & Clare Cloninger

Don & Linda Wright

Love, Dream & Believe

Leticia Garcia

In memory of Ignacio Garcia & Luz Garcia

Jan, Carroll & Mike Wiseman

In memory of Fr. Richard Neyer

Knights of Columbus
Children Johnny, Ed, Ann, Barbara,
Tom, and Vicki Ronayne
Marge Conner
Marilyn & Robert Archer
Dorothy E. Scherlen

In memory of deceased Knights of Columbus
Dedicated to John & Irene Ronayne
In memory of my mother Catherin Conner
In Honor and memory of St. Bernadette of Lourdes
In memory of Emil Scherlen
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Mother Mary’s Grotto Memorial Wall
DONOR:
Flora Ezzell

MESSAGE
In memory of Robert Clarence Ezzell

Bill & Bob Smith

In loving memory of our parents Will T. Smith 1908-1992
& Stella Smith 1914-1995. Rest in Peace.

James & Bernice Robbins

En memoria de mis padres queridos, Jose F. Pacheco & Mary G. Pacheco,
“El Señor es mi Pastor nada me faltara.”

Garza Family

In loving memory of all who have perished from our family.

Andres, Bruno, Fedil, Jr. Lovato

Mother & Father Juanita and Atilano Lovato

Jackie & Cleste Reed

Simpsons, Francis, Marie, Sonny, Andrea & Tyler

Nellie Villasenor

Querido Padre & Grandpa Enrique Mier
November 15th, 1922-May 23rd, 2006

Felker Children

In loving memory of our parents Glenn & Mary Felker

All your Kids

Thanking God for you both, Ed & Allene Lewis

Manuel Miramontes

Campos,

Dorothy Scherlen

In honor of two very special former pastors– Norbert Kuehler
& Michael Colwell

Delila Caddell & Marlene May

Lee & Marie Weaver

Judy Wallace

In memory of deceased family members– Dan & Peg Mangan,
Mary Helen Mangan Markee

Casey Martinez

In memory of Edwina Martinez

Children, Grandchildren &
Great-Grandchildren

Clifford & Adeline with love from children, grandchildren
& great-grandchildren

John & Janet Mihm

Johnny & Mary Jo Skales

Mike Hale

In memory of my loving mother Lucy Wells

Kathleen & Mitch Millard

In loving memory of our parents Howard & Ruth Courtney

Edward Ronayne

Monsignor Matthew Schafle

Edward Ronayne

Fr. B. A. Erpen

Epifania Salazar Orona
Clyde & Lola Dodson
Larry & Debbie, Anna & Buddy
Will & Tasha, Jacob & Ronan,
Kaityln & Emma LeSue
Harvey & Addie LaPointe
By His Children

En memory of nuestra querida madre
In loving memory of Bernard & Martha Himmedlberg
Mother Mary, please watch over the Summers Family

Miguel Angel Hernandez

In loving memory of Former long time parishioners
In memory of Casiano Martinez
Siempre en mi corazon, La paz sea con tigo
In memory of mi hijo querido

DISCLAIMER:
We apologize for any omissions in names or errors
and if you find a mistake please help us to update our records.
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Most Blessed Trinity Oratory

Designed by
The Very Rev. Jose Ricardo Zanetti, JCL
Memorials given in memory of:
Archer Family
Gerardo Zanetti
Johnny Blommaert
John Latting
Lucy Hale Wells
The Matzek Family
Edith Crawford
Ann Greer
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Priests assigned to St. John the Evangelist
Name

Office

Rev. J. H. Krukkert

Start

End

1926

1927

Rev. Edward Clinton

Administrator

October 29, 1927

September 29, 1930

Rev. Elmer McFadden

Administrator

September 29, 1930

1931

Rev. John Steinlage

Administrator

1931

July 1, 1932

Rev. Wilford F. Bosen

Administrator

September 1, 1932

July 1, 1933

Rev. Gabriel Domanti

Administrator

1933

July 7, 1934

Rev. Andrew Quante

First Resident Pastor

July 7, 1934

Deember. 9, 1938

Rev. James Daly

Pastor

Dec. 9, 1938

July 3, 1939

Rev. Walter R. Washila

Administrator

July 3, 1939

January 31, 1942

Rev. Bruyn Gerald

Vicarius Substitute

July 13, 1940

August 24, 1940

Rev. R. M. Schindler

Assistant Pastor

March 19, 1941

January 10, 1942

Rev. Charles A. Knapp

Pastor

January 31, 1942

September 13, 1946

Rev. Matthew F. Schafle

Pastor

September 14, 1946

September 10, 1960

Rev. Bernard J. Binversie

Assistant Pastor

September 22, 1948

February 4, 1950

Rev. Dan J. O'Sullivan

Assistant Pastor

Ovtober 15, 1955

December 13, 1955

Rev. Joseph W. James

Assistant Pastor

August 28, 1958

August 1, 1959

Rev. Curtis T. Halfmann

Assistant Pastor

August 1, 1959

March 15, 1960

Rev. George H. Sallaway

Assistant Pastor

March 15, 1960

September 10, 1960

Rev. B. A. Erpen

Pastor

September 10, 1960

June 18, 1970

Rev. Richard J. Neyer

Assistant Pastor

September 10, 1960

June 30, 1962

Rev. Donald Rusch

Assistant Pastor

June 30, 1962

March 21, 1963

Rev. James L. Day

Assistant Pastor

February 1, 1965

August 5, 1965

Rev. Bruce Ignatowski

Associate Pastor

June 28, 1966

June 7, 1968

Rev. James Sonderman

Pastor

June 18, 1970

August 28, 1974

Rev. Orville Blume

Associate Pastor

June 18, 1970

August 28, 1974

Rev. Richard J. Neyer

Pastor

August 29, 1974

June 30, 1986

Monsignor Norbert Kuehler

Pastor

July 1, 1986

June 30, 2005

Rev. Xavier Alvarez, MCS

Parochial Vicar

July 1, 1987

June 30, 1989

Rev. Arturo Meza, MCS

Parochial Vicar

July 1, 1988

February 1, 1990

Rev. Guillermo Morales

Parochial Vicar

August 6, 1988

February 1, 1990

Rev. Domingo Castillo

Parochial Vicar

July 1, 1991

June 30, 1994

Rev. David Contreras

Parochial Vicar

July 1, 1993

June 30, 1995

Rev. Robert Zancan

Residence

July 7, 1995

June 5, 1995

Rev. Jose Gomez

Parochial Vicar

June 5, 1995

July 1, 1997

Rev. Juan Carlos Barragan

Parochial Vicar

July 1, 1997

July 1, 2005

Rev. Pat Carathers

Pastor

July 1, 2005

October 3, 2006

Rev. Guillermo Morales

Pastor

December 6, 2006

October 16, 2007

Monsignor Michael Colwell

Assistant Administrator

October 16, 2007

December 1, 2007

Rev. Ron Matthews

Administrator

December 1, 2007

September 14, 2008

Rev. Joseph Ravi Gudipalle

Administrator

September 5, 2008

November 16, 2008

Monsignor Michael Colwell

Pastor

November 24, 2008

August 31, 2012

Rev. Richard Zanetti
Rev. Richard Zanetti

Administrator
Pastor

September 1, 2012
September 29, 2015

September 29, 2015

St. John the Evangelist

90th Anniversary
Historical Committee

================================
The Very Rev. Jose Ricardo Zanetti, M.Div, JCL
Pastor and Publisher

~MEMBERS~
Marilyn Archer
Bill Campos
Carolyn Johnson
Peggy Newcomb
Dorothy Scherlen
James Wolf
Pat Wolf
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St. John’s Church would not be what it is today without all the
wonderful people who volunteer their time and love to make it such a beautiful place
of worship. We are proud to announce that St. John’s Church is online at stjohntx.org
Come visit our site and enjoy the beautiful stained glass windows on the “About” tab.
What we do here on earth is for the Glory of Our Lord, not our own!

Additional information on Mr. Zeferino Jimenez (Continuation of page 31)

Mr. Zeferino Jimenez
After Father Arturo and Fr. Guillermo left, Bishop Leroy Matthiesen directly asked
Mr. Zeferino Jimenez, who had been ordained Permanent Deacon in May, 1986, to work with the Spanish
community in Borger, to help bring them back to the Church, because the Bishop felt they had been neglected. Because of Mr. Zeferino’s love, compassion and patience, he was able to bring many of the Hispanic
people back to St. John’s. He was able to work with people regardless of the language (both English and
Spanish-speaking parishioners). He was always willing to help in any way, very patient to listen to the people
about their problems. He definitely was loved by everyone in the parish. He gave so much of himself to everyone. During the years we did not have a regular priest; Mr. Zeferino was instrumental in keeping the parish
together. He would preside at daily communion services, he helped the visiting priests, and he taught the
Spanish RCIA. His love of Christ shone through him at all times. Monsignor Norbert Kuehler said of him:
“Deacon Zeferino did more than what any other Deacon should have done; i.e., working with both Anglo and
Hispanic parishioners. He always went overboard to help others.”
Mr. Zeferino was suspended from active diaconate ministry in the Diocese of Amarillo in 2015.
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